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Dionea Muscipula (Venus Flytrap)

Trapping Mechanism: Snap Trap
Feeds on: Insects and arachnids

Description: 
 Dionaea Muscipula, more commonly 
known as a Venus flytrap, is probably the most 
well-known carnivorous plant and it feeds main-
ly on insects and arachnids.
 The Venus flytrap is a small plant that has 
4-7 leaves that grow from a short subterranean 
stem. The leaf blade is divided into two regions: 
a flat, long, heart shaped, photosynthesis capa-
ble petiole, and a pair of terminal lobes, hinged 
at the midrib, forming the trap which is actually 
the true leaf. The inner surfaces of these lobes 
contain a red pigment and the edges secrete mu-
cilage.

 These lobes exhibit rapid plant movement 
by snapping shut when special sensory hairs 
are stimulated. The plant is so advanced that it 
can tell the difference between live stimulus and 
non-living stimulus. The lobes snap shut in about 
0.1 seconds. They are fringed by stiff thorn-like 
protrusions or cilia, which mesh together and 
prevent large prey from escaping. Once prey is 
unable to escape and the inner surfaces of the 
lobes are continuously being stimulated, the 
edges of the lobes grow or fuse together, sealing 
the trap and creating an enclosed “stomach” in 
which digestion and absorption can take place.

Drosera (Sundew)

Trapping Mechanism: Adhesive Mobile 
Tentacles
Feeds on: Insects and arachnids

Description:
 Drosera, commonly known as sundews, 
comprises one of the largest genera of carnivo-
rous plants, with at least 194 species. These can 
be found widely spread on every continent ac-
cept for Antarctica. Sundews, (depending on 
what species) can form either prostrate or up-
right rosettes, ranging from 1cm to 1m in height, 
and can live up to 50 years.
 Sundews are characterized by movable 
glandular tentacles, topped with sweet sticky se-
cretions. When an insect lands on the sticky ten-
tacles, the plant is able to move more tentacles 
in the direction of the insect to trap it further. 
Once trapped, small sessile glands will digest the 
insect and absorb the resulting nutrients, which 
can then be used to aid growth.

Nepenthes (Tropical Pitcher Plant)

Trapping Mechanism: Pitfall Trap
Feeds on: Insects, Arachnids, Mice, Frogs, 
Birds



Description:
 Nepenthes, tropical pitcher plants or 
monkey cups, are another genus of carnivorous 
plants with pitfall traps. There are about 130 
species that are wide spread, and can be found in 
China, Malaysia, Indonesia, Philippines, Mada-
gascar, Seychelles, Australia, India, Borneo and 
Sumatra. The nickname “monkey cups” comes 
from the fact that monkeys have often been ob-
served drinking rain water from them.
 Most species of Nepenthes are tall creep-
ers (10-15m), with a shallow root system. From 
the stem you will often see sword like leaves 
growing, with a tendril (often used for climbing) 
protruding from the tip of the leaf. At the end of 
the tendril, the pitcher forms first as a small bulb, 
which then expands and forms the cup. The trap 
contains fluid, produced by the plant, which 
may be watery ors syrupy and is used to drown 
and digest the insects. The lower part of the cup 
contains glands that absorb and distribute nutri-
ents. Most of these plants are small and tend to 
trap only insects, but some larger species, such 
as Nepenthes Rafflesiana and Nepenthes Rajah, 
have been documented to catch small mammals 
like rats.

(Darlingtonia californica) California Pitcher 
Plant/Cobra Lily

Trapping Mechanism: Lobster Pot Trap
Feeds on: Insects and rachnids

Description:
 Darlingtonia Californica, also called the 
California Pitcher plant or the Cobra Lilly, is the 
sole member of the darlingtonia genus, and is 
native to Northern California and Oregon. They 
grow in bogs and seeps with cold running water 
and, due to its rarity in the field, it is designated 
as uncommon.
 The leaves of the Cobra Lily are bulbous 
and form a hollow cavity, with a opening situat-
ed underneath a swollen, balloon like structure 
and two pointed leaves hanging off the end like 
fangs. Unlike most pitcher plants, the Cobra Lil-
ly does not make use of a pitfall trap, but rather 
lobster pot traps. Once inside, insects are con-
fused by the large light speckles allowed to shine 

through the plant. When they land, there are 
thousands of fine dense hairs that grow inwards, 
they can follow the hairs deeper towards the di-
gestive organs, but they cannot turn around or 
move backwards to escape.

(Utricularia) Bladderworts

Trapping Mechanism: Suction Trap
Feeds on: Water fleas and Tadpoles

Description:
 Utricularia, or collectively known as 
bladderworts, is a genus of carnivorous plants 
consisting of about 220 species. They occur in 
fresh water and wet soil as terrestrial or aquatic 
species, on every continent accept Antarctica.
 They are the only carnivorous plants that 
make use of bladder traps. Most species have 
very small traps, in which they can catch only 
minute prey, like protozoa. Traps can range from 
0.2mm – 1.2cm, with larger traps, trapping larg-



er prey like water fleas and even small tadpoles.
 The traps have small trigger hairs attached 
to a trapdoor. The bladder, when set, is under 
negative pressure in relationship to its surround-
ing area. When the trigger hairs are tripped, the 
trap door opens up, sucks in the insect and sur-
rounding water, and closes the door again, all in 
a matter of 10 thousands of a second.
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 Dionaea Muscipula, more commonly 
known as a Venus flytrap, is probably the 
most well-known carnivorous plant and it 
feeds mainly on insects and arachnids.

 The Venus flytrap is a small plant 
that has 4-7 leaves that grow from a 
short subterranean stem. The leaf blade 
is divided into two regions: a flat, long, 
heart shaped, photosynthesis capable pet-
iole, and a pair of terminal lobes, hinged 
at the midrib, forming the trap which is 
actually the true leaf. The inner surfaces 
of these lobes contain a red pigment and 
the edges secrete mucilage.

 These lobes exhibit rapid plant 
movement by snapping shut when special 
sensory hairs are stimulated. The plant is 
so advanced that it can tell the difference 
between live stimulus and non-living stim-
ulus. The lobes snap shut in about 0.1 sec-
onds. They are fringed by stiff thorn-like 
protrusions or cilia, which mesh togeth-
er and prevent large prey from escaping. 
Once prey is unable to escape and the inner 
surfaces of the lobes are continuously being 
stimulated, the edges of the lobes grow or 
fuse together, sealing the trap and creating 
an enclosed “stomach” in which digestion 
and absorption can take place.
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ing stimulated, the edges of the lobes grow or fuse 
together, sealing the trap and creating an enclosed 
“stomach” in which digestion and absorption can 
take place.
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carnivorous category crisis
Dionea Muscipula 
(Venus Flytrap)

Trapping Mechanism: Snap Trap

Feeds on: Insects and arachnids

Description
Dionaea Muscipula, more commonly known as a 
Venus flytrap, is probably the most well-known 
carnivorous plant and it feeds mainly on insects and 
arachnids.

 

The Venus flytrap is a small plant that has 4-7 
leaves that grow from a short subterranean stem. 

The leaf blade is divided into two regions: a flat, 
long, heart shaped, photosynthesis capable petiole, and 
a pair of terminal lobes, hinged at the midrib, form-
ing the trap which is actually the true leaf. The 
inner surfaces of these lobes contain a red pigment 
and the edges secrete mucilage.

These lobes exhibit rapid plant movement by snap-
ping shut when special sensory hairs are stimulated. 
The plant is so advanced that it can tell the differ-
ence between live stimulus and non-living stimulus. 
The lobes snap shut in about 0.1 seconds. They are 
fringed by stiff thorn-like protrusions or cilia, which 
mesh together and prevent large prey from escaping. 
Once prey is unable to escape and the inner surfaces 
of the lobes are continuously being stimulated, the 
edges of the lobes grow or fuse together, sealing the 
trap and creating an enclosed “stomach” in which 
digestion and absorption can take place.

Size
5 in diameter and 1 in trap size

Interesting Fact 
A few maroon, burgundy, and crimson subspecies 
exist (Red Dragon Flytrap); Can digest human flesh 
and the occasional frog

Habitat
Surviving on wet peaty and sandy soils, you nor-
mally find these Venus flytraps growing in environ-
ments like the savannas that are low on phosphorus 
and nitrogen. 

Fluorescence Emissions: Yes

Substrate 
Good acidic soil with drainage proves ideal for these 
Venus flytraps. If you want to cultivate them at 
home, use a substrate of 65 % sphagnum moss and 
35 % sand, because this mixture provides for good 
drainage and moisture retention. Make sure never to 
add fertilizers, but add a little lime to the soil. 

Light
Though bright light is more compatible to Venus 
Flytraps, they can manage well in partial shade as 
well. If you are using a glass for a case, make sure 



that you do not expose them to full sunlight in sum-
mer, to avoid them from burning up. When you use 
artificial fluorescent lights, keep them a safe distance 
of about 7-8 inches away from the flytraps. Long 
spindly leaves and inadequate pink interior remind us 
that their sunlight quotient is poor.

Humidity
Environmental humidity, moist soil levels and pre-
venting the plants to grow in standing water are not 
good for the plants. Make sure also that you use 
pots with drainage holes, and place a layer of grav-
el in the substrate to facilitate draining. Good air 
circulation keeps the plants healthy, and use distilled 
water to prevent the ill effects of mineral and chem-
ical contaminated water.

Drosera 
(Sundew)

Trapping Mechanism: Adhesive Mobile Tenta-
cles

Feeds on: Insects and arachnids

Description
Drosera, commonly known as sundews, comprises one 
of the largest genera of carnivorous plants, with at 
least 194 species. These can be found widely spread 
on every continent accept for Antarctica. Sundews, 
(depending on what species) can form either pros-
trate or upright rosettes, ranging from 1cm to 1m in 

height, and can live up to 50 years.

Sundews are characterized by movable glandular 
tentacles, topped with sweet sticky secretions. When 
an insect lands on the sticky tentacles, the plant is 
able to move more tentacles in the direction of the 
insect to trap it further. Once trapped, small sessile 
glands will digest the insect and absorb the resulting 
nutrients, which can then be used to aid growth.

Size
0.4 to 39 in

Interesting Fact
The gel acts like an acid to dissolve the internal 
organs of the insects, turning them into a liquid that 
the plant can use to feed itself.

Habitat
Sundew plant Drosera normally grows in seasonally 
moist habitats or places that are not continually wet, 
where the soil has acidic content and the levels of 
sunlight are high. Accordingly, you can find them 
in the swamps, marshes, fens, bogs and moist steam 
banks in the wallums of coastal Australia (an eco-
system of coastal south-east Queensland, extending 
into north-eastern New South Wales), the tepuis 
of Venezuela (table-top mountain) and the fynbos 



of South Africa (in the Western Cape of South 
Africa). 

Fluorescence Emissions: No

Substrate
Long-fibered sphagnum or peat moss mixed with 
silica sand is the best substrate for this plant, because 
the higher nitrogen content in potting soil is deadly 
to them. 

Lighting or Humidity
Provide plenty of sunlight or fluorescent lights for 
the healthy growth of your sundews.

Nepenthes 
(Tropical Pitcher 
Plant)

Trapping Mechanism: Pitfall Trap

Feeds on: Insects, Arachnids, Mice, Frogs, Birds

Description
Nepenthes, tropical pitcher plants or monkey cups, 
are another genus of carnivorous plants with pitfall 
traps. There are about 130 species that are wide 
spread, and can be found in China, Malaysia, Indo-
nesia, Philippines, Madagascar, Seychelles, Australia, 
India, Borneo and Sumatra. The nickname “monkey 
cups” comes from the fact that monkeys have often 
been observed drinking rain water from them.

Most species of Nepenthes are tall creepers (10-
15m), with a shallow root system. From the stem 
you will often see sword like leaves growing, with 
a tendril (often used for climbing) protruding from 
the tip of the leaf. At the end of the tendril, the 
pitcher forms first as a small bulb, which then 
expands and forms the cup. The trap contains fluid, 
produced by the plant, which may be watery ors 
syrupy and is used to drown and digest the insects. 
The lower part of the cup contains glands that 
absorb and distribute nutrients. Most of these plants 
are small and tend to trap only insects, but some 
larger species, such as Nepenthes Rafflesiana and 
Nepenthes Rajah, have been documented to catch 
small mammals like rats.

Size
4 to 24 in

Interesting Fact 
The nickname “monkey cups” comes from the fact 
that monkeys have often been observed drinking rain 
water from them.

Habitat
China, Indonesia, Philippines, Malaysia, Madagascar, 
Australia, India, Seychelles, Borneo and Sumatra.



Fluorescence Emissions: Yes

Substrate
Use a blend of equal parts of organic and inorganic 
material like sphagnum peat and moss, osmunda, tree 
bark or tree fern root fiber. These are nutrient free. 
They have low pH, and retain moisture well.

Lighting or Humidity
Nepenthes thrive in 4-5 hours of direct sunlight 
every day, or you could use 30-50% greenhouse 
shade cloth. Good exposure to light will help with 
advancement of growth in these species and at the 
same time, bring out the pitchers in their brilliant 
colors, besides helping to stimulate flowering.

(Darlingtonia califor-
nica) 
California Pitcher 
Plant/Cobra Lily

Trapping Mechanism: Lobster Pot Trap

Feeds on: Insects and rachnids

Description
Darlingtonia Californica, also called the California 
Pitcher plant or the Cobra Lilly, is the sole member 
of the darlingtonia genus, and is native to North-
ern California and Oregon. They grow in bogs and 
seeps with cold running water and, due to its rarity 
in the field, it is designated as uncommon.

The leaves of the Cobra Lily are bulbous and form 
a hollow cavity, with a opening situated underneath 

a swollen, balloon like structure and two pointed 
leaves hanging off the end like fangs. Unlike most 
pitcher plants, the Cobra Lilly does not make use of 
a pitfall trap, but rather lobster pot traps. Once in-
side, insects are confused by the large light speckles 
allowed to shine through the plant. When they land, 
there are thousands of fine dense hairs that grow 
inwards, they can follow the hairs deeper towards 
the digestive organs, but they cannot turn around or 
move backwards to escape.

Size
18 to 24 in

Interesting Fact 
The entire plant has the appearance of a striking 
cobra.

Habitat
The Cobra Lily inhabits Northern California and 
Oregon, grows in marshes, and seeps with cold run-
ning water.

Fluorescence Emissions: No

Substrate
Spread these cut stolons upon the moist, cool long-fi-
bered and shredded sphagnum moss.



Lighting or Humidity
These plants flourish under bright light and rea-
sonable humidity conditions, but can adapt ton low 
humidity also in an emergency.

(Utricularia) 
Bladderworts

Trapping Mechanism: Suction Trap

Feeds on: Water fleas and Tadpoles

Description
Utricularia, or collectively known as bladderworts, 
is a genus of carnivorous plants consisting of about 
220 species. They occur in fresh water and wet soil 
as terrestrial or aquatic species, on every continent 
accept Antarctica.

They are the only carnivorous plants that make 
use of bladder traps. Most species have very small 
traps, in which they can catch only minute prey, like 
protozoa. Traps can range from 0.2mm–1.2cm, with 
larger traps, trapping larger prey like water fleas and 
even small tadpoles.

The traps have small trigger hairs attached to a trap-
door. The bladder, when set, is under negative pres-
sure in relationship to its surrounding area. When 
the trigger hairs are tripped, the trap door opens up, 
sucks in the insect and surrounding water, and closes 
the door again, all in a matter of 10 thousands of a 
second.

Size
0.2 mm to 1.2 cm

Interesting Fact 
True free-floating bladderworts are annual plants 
that lack roots but have flowers on erect stems above 
the water.

Habitat
The greatest species diversity for the genus is seen 
in South America, with Australia coming a close 
second.

Fluorescence Emissions: No

Substrate
Most  terrestrial Bladderwortss grow in common 
carnivorous plant soil, which is a mixture of half 
part of sand and half part of peat. Though the peat- 



sand proportion is not important, many people prefer 
more peaty ratio,  while the others prefer the live 
sphagnum moss.

Lighting or Humidity
Terrestrial Bladderworts make for a  good terrarium 
plant. Place them in ventilated sealed transparent 
pots beneath fluorescent lights for 16 hours in a 
day. Place the lights about 6 inches away from the 
plant.
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workflow STUDY
Guide Elements

Motivation

Engage

The user will see the homepage which describes Jeffery Jerome Cohen’s monster theory based on the idea 
of category crisis. It will also explain why carnivorous plants are harbingers of catgeory crisis as they refuse 
easy categorization. This will motivate readers to want to learn more about these compelling plants. 

Header: Carnivorous Catgeory Crisis

Photos: 1 sketch for each plant with  
watercolor backgrounds and blood splatter 
throughout website.

Text: Descriptions, habitat, size, interesting 
fact, flourescence emissions, and care tips 
will be provided. Extra information will be 
available for the #1 Venus Flytrap.

Features: Videos of the top five carnivorous 
plants eating insects and links to the best 
online carnivorous plant nurseries will be 
provided.

Navigation: Links in header and links in the 
descriptions.

Footer: “Brian Thue Copyright 2015”

The user will be motivated by the description of monster theory and category crisis in relation to the carnivorous 
plants. Therefore, they will be motivated to learn more by clicking through the top five carnivorous plants. The 
detailed descriptions, well-rendered images, and videos will also motivate the user to engage with the site.

The quirky and violent design of the site elements will complement the sketches and more importantly, the enigma 
of these meat-eating plants. User-generated content in the form of videos will enable users to see the carnivorous 
plants’ trapping mechanisms in action. Links to the best online carnivorous plant nurseries will be provided if users 
have a desire to purchase plants of their own.
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Dionea Muscipula 
(Venus Flytrap)
Trapping Mechanism: Snap Trap

Feeds on: Insects and arachnids

Description
Dionaea Muscipula, more commonly known as a Venus flytrap, is probably the most well-known 
carnivorous plant and it feeds mainly on insects and arachnids.

 
The Venus flytrap is a small plant that has 4-7 leaves that grow from a short subterranean stem. 

The leaf blade is divided into two regions: a flat, 
long, heart shaped, photosynthesis capable petiole, and a pair of terminal lobes, hinged at the midrib, 
forming the trap which is actually the true leaf. The inner surfaces of these lobes contain a red 
pigment and the edges secrete mucilage.

These lobes exhibit rapid plant movement by snapping shut when special sensory hairs are stimu-
lated. The plant is so advanced that it can tell the difference between live stimulus and non-living 
stimulus. The lobes snap shut in about 0.1 seconds. They are fringed by stiff thorn-like protrusions 
or cilia, which mesh together and prevent large prey from escaping. Once prey is unable to escape 
and the inner surfaces of the lobes are continuously being stimulated, the edges of the lobes grow 
or fuse together, sealing the trap and creating an enclosed “stomach” in which digestion and  
absorption can take place.

›



CARNIVOROUS CATEGORY CRISIS
Size
5 in diameter and 1 in trap size

Interesting Fact 
A few maroon, burgundy, and crimson subspecies exist (Red Dragon Flytrap); Can digest human 
flesh and the occasional frog

Habitat
Surviving on wet peaty and sandy soils, you normally find these Venus flytraps growing in envi-
ronments like the savannas that are low on phosphorus and nitrogen. 

Fluorescence Emissions: Yes

Substrate 
Good acidic soil with drainage proves ideal for these Venus flytraps. If you want to cultivate them 
at home, use a substrate of 65 % sphagnum moss and 35 % sand, because this mixture provides for 
good drainage and moisture retention. Make sure never to add fertilizers, but add a little lime to 
the soil. 

›



HIERARCHY

Hierarchy: 

1. Watercolor drawing of featured carnivoruous plant

2. Header/title of website

3. Name of featured carnivorous plant

4. Description/information

5. Navigation (#5 and #6 are interchangable and may depend on user)

6. Arrow guiding user to additional pages
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HEADER HEIGHT : 54 PX

Column 1

Column 2

Margins

Margins
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FooTER Height : 15 px 
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Home
Top 5
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A category crisis emerges when an entity embodies and combines  
elements that do not and should not go together. As a result, this  
entity refuses easy categorization, fails definitional distinction, and blurs the 
lines between one distinct category of another, creating a permeable boundary.  
According to Jeffery Jerome Cohen’s monster theory, the monster is a harbinger 
of category crisis because “they are disturbing hybrids whose externally incoherent  
bodies resist attempts to include them in any systematic structuring. And 
so the monster is dangerous, a form suspended between forms that threaten  
to smash distinctions.”

Carnivorous plants are harbingers of category crisis because they feature active 
trapping mechanisms that enable them to lure, catch, kill, and digest small prey  
animals (mainly insects), and absorb the resulting nutrients. The trap’s movement 
reacts to the muscle contraction of animals, but plants do not have muscles and 
nerves. How could they react like animals? 

A plant that feasts on animals is wonderfully unsettling because it shatters all 
expectations and consequently, this entity refuses categorization. Insects suffer the 
ultimate indignity for an animal: to be killed by a plant. Carl Linnaeus, the 18th 
century Swedish naturalist who devised a system for ordering life, rebelled at the 
idea. For plants to eat insects, he declared, would go “against the order of nature 
willed by God.”

2 Column Layout
with 50 px Gutters and one 86 px Gutter

body is 
768 Tall and 1028 px wide
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A category crisis emerges when an entity embodies and combines  
elements that do not and should not go together. As a result, this  
entity refuses easy categorization, fails definitional distinction, and blurs the 
lines between one distinct category of another, creating a permeable boundary.  
According to Jeffery Jerome Cohen’s monster theory, the monster is a harbinger 
of category crisis because “they are disturbing hybrids whose externally incoherent  
bodies resist attempts to include them in any systematic structuring. And 
so the monster is dangerous, a form suspended between forms that threaten  
to smash distinctions.”

Carnivorous plants are harbingers of category crisis because they feature active  
trapping mechanisms that enable them to lure, catch, kill, and digest small prey ani-
mals (mainly insects), and absorb the resulting nutrients. The trap’s movement reacts 
to the muscle contraction of animals, but plants do not have muscles and nerves.  
How could they react like animals? 

A plant that feasts on animals is wonderfully unsettling because it shatters all 
expectations and consequently, this entity refuses categorization. Insects suffer the 
ultimate indignity for an animal: to be killed by a plant. Carl Linnaeus, the 18th 
century Swedish naturalist who devised a system for ordering life, rebelled at the 
idea. For plants to eat insects, he declared, would go “against the order of nature 
willed by God.”
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A category crisis emerges when an entity embodies and combines  
elements that do not and should not go together. As a result, this  
entity refuses easy categorization, fails definitional distinction, and blurs the 
lines between one distinct category of another, creating a permeable boundary.  
According to Jeffery Jerome Cohen’s monster theory, the monster is a harbinger 
of category crisis because “they are disturbing hybrids whose externally incoherent  
bodies resist attempts to include them in any systematic structuring. And 
so the monster is dangerous, a form suspended between forms that threaten  
to smash distinctions.”

Carnivorous plants are harbingers of category crisis because they feature active  
trapping mechanisms that enable them to lure, catch, kill, and digest small prey  
animals (mainly insects), and absorb the resulting nutrients. The trap’s movement re-
acts to the muscle contraction of animals, but plants do not have muscles and nerves.  
How could they react like animals? 

A plant that feasts on animals is wonderfully unsettling because it shatters all 
expectations and consequently, this entity refuses categorization. Insects suffer the 
ultimate indignity for an animal: to be killed by a plant. Carl Linnaeus, the 18th 
century Swedish naturalist who devised a system for ordering life, rebelled at the 
idea. For plants to eat insects, he declared, would go “against the order of nature 
willed by God.”
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Trapping Mechanism: Snap Trap

Feeds on: Insects and arachnids

Description
Dionaea Muscipula, more commonly known as a Venus flytrap, is probably the 
most well-known carnivorous plant and it feeds mainly on insects and arachnids.

The Venus flytrap is a small plant that has 4-7 leaves that grow from a short 
subterranean stem. The leaf blade is divided into two regions: a flat, long, heart 
shaped, photosynthesis capable petiole, and a pair of terminal lobes, hinged at the 
midrib, forming the trap which is actually the true leaf. The inner surfaces of 
these lobes contain a red pigment and the edges secrete mucilage. 

These lobes exhibit rapid plant movement by snapping shut when special senso-
ry hairs are stimulated. The plant is so advanced that it can tell the difference 
between live stimulus and non-living stimulus. The lobes snap shut in about 0.1 
seconds. They are fringed by stiff thorn-like protrusions or cilia, which mesh to-
gether and prevent large prey from escaping. Once prey is unable to escape and the 
inner surfaces of the lobes are continuously being stimulated, the edges of the lobes 
grow or fuse together, sealing the trap and creating an enclosed “stomach” in which 
digestion and absorption can take place.

Size
5 in diameter and 1 in trap size

Interesting Fact 
A few maroon, burgundy, and crimson subspecies exist (Red Dragon Flytrap); Can 
digest human flesh and the occasional frog.

›
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Fluorescence Emissions: Yes

Substrate 
Good acidic soil with drainage proves ideal for these Venus flytraps. If you want 
to cultivate them at home, use a substrate of 65 % sphagnum moss and 35 % sand, 
because this mixture provides for good drainage and moisture retention. Make sure 
never to add fertilizers, but add a little lime to the soil. 

Light
Though bright light is more compatible to Venus Flytraps, they can manage well 
in partial shade as well. If you are using a glass for a case, make sure that you 
do not expose them to full sunlight in summer, to avoid them from burning up. 
When you use artificial fluorescent lights, keep them a safe distance of about 7-8 
inches away from the flytraps. Long spindly leaves and inadequate pink interior 
remind us that their sunlight quotient is poor.

Humidity
Environmental humidity, moist soil levels and preventing the plants to grow in 
standing water are not good for the plants. Make sure also that you use pots with 
drainage holes, and place a layer of gravel in the substrate to facilitate draining. 
Good air circulation keeps the plants healthy, and use distilled water to prevent the 
ill effects of mineral and chemical contaminated water.

›
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Aw category crisis emerges when an entity embodies and combines  
elements that do not and should not go together. As a result, this  
entity refuses easy categorization, and blurs the lines between 
one distinct category of another, creating a permeable boundary.  
According to Jeffery Jerome Cohen’s monster theory, the monster is a harbinger 
of category crisis because “they are disturbing hybrids whose externally incoherent  
bodies resist attempts to include them in any systematic structuring. And 
so the monster is dangerous, a form suspended between forms that threaten  
to smash distinctions.”

Carnivorous plants are harbingers of category crisis because they feature active  
trapping mechanisms that enable them to lure, catch, kill, and digest small prey  
animals (mainly insects), and absorb the resulting nutrients. The trap’s movement  
reacts to the muscle contraction of animals, but plants do not have muscles and nerves.  
How could plants react like animals? 

A plant that feasts on animals is wonderfully unsettling because it shatters all 
expectations and consequently, this entity refuses categorization. Insects suffer the 
ultimate indignity for an animal: to be killed by a plant. Carl Linnaeus, the 18th 
century Swedish naturalist who devised a system for ordering life, rebelled at the 
idea. For plants to eat insects, he declared, would go “against the order of nature 
willed by God.”
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USABILITY TESTING
1. What conclusions can you draw from your own notes?

Almost all users were confused by the second page for each plant featuring additional information and a video. They were 
not sure if the pages were connected or continued. For those who understood the function of the second page, they wanted 
a title on that page to inform them of what to expect. 

Users were engaged by the illustrations and watercolor to the point that they wanted to see it on additional pages.

2. What improvements can be made to your site?

Adjustments to the content and a heading explaining the content of the second page for each plant will help users understand 
the purpose of the second page. 

An additional navigation for users to “jump” to a plant page will make the site more user-friendly and efficient because users 
may be annoyed if they have to use the arrows located at the bottom of each page to try to navigate among the pages. 



heuristic analysis
1. Are your ratings low in particular areas?

“Was navigation visible or easily retrievable when needed?”

a) Causes: (1) No ability to “jump” to different pages because no navigation existed to do so, (2) No easy way to find way 
back after clicking a link by mistake, and (3) Naviagtion font not entirely clear due to size and letterform weight

b) How to Fix: A navigation with “1 2 3 4 5” can be added to enable users to “jump” to different pages and find their way 
back easily. Also, increasing the weight or boldness of the navigation font will make it more evident for the user to find.

“As you moved through the site, did you know where you were, where you had been and where you could go?”

a) Cause: (1) No heading on second page for each plant to let user understand the purpose of the seond page.

b) How to Fix: Create a heading on the second page, dedicating it to Plant Care Tips (a topic users may want if they are 
planning on owning carnivorous plants after visiting the site) and The Video (after learning about the trapping mechanisms 
of the carnivorous plants, users are compelled to see it in action. The video satisifies this desire of the user.)

2. If the user-experienced designer had troubles navigating, a) What caused the problem? b) How 
can the site be changed to make it work better?

See Part (1) above.



heuristic analysis
3. Was the user-experienced designer guided, motivated and engaged as you intended? If not, how 
can you improve this?

It was evident to users that the arrows linked to the next or previous page. Many users were engaged by the illustrations 
and watercolor splatter, but wanted this to be continued on the second page for each plant.

Adding watercolor splatters as background images will make the bare, white background of the website more engaging by  
creating design tension between the elements. By using a different color and texture for each carnivorous plant, users will  
subconsciously understand that the first and second pages for each plant are linked through the similarity between the backgrounds,  
From a design perspective, additional watercolor splatter will create an interesting balance between a clean website with messy 
watercolor splatters. Finally, adding fly illustrations resembling the actual size of a fly to make it seem like they are inside 
the computer screen will further create design tension among the website elements and create a more engaging experience.
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WEBSITE REVISIONS
1. Made title header “Carnivorous Category Crisis” 
clickable. 

2. Added additional navigation of “1 2 3 4 5” for 
users to have ability to “jump” to particular plants 
and pages. 

3. Increased the boldness of naviation font to  
increase legibility. 

4. Created a call to action on the homepage with 
“Click Top 5 to learn more.”

5. Added green boxes around the plant and page 
titles to grab the attention of the user and provide 
more hierarchy in the design.

6. Moved “Interesting Fact,” “Habitat”, and  
“Flourescence Emissions” to plant page 1, dedicating 
plant page 2 to Care Tips & Video only. 

7. Added a heading that reads “(Title of Plant) 
Care Tips & Video” to guide and let user know 
purpose of the second page for each plant. 

8. Created water color splatters that matched  
colors of watercolor used in plant illustrations. These 
additional watercolor splatters used for background 
color and texture on each plant page hopefully  
subconsciously help the user link the first plant page 
to the Care Tips & Video second plant page because 
of their similarity in color, texture, and positioning. 

9. On all pages, the writing portion of content was 
edited and refined to add a darker or insidious tone 
and to improve upon writing quality from source. 



WEBSITE REVISIONS
10. Illustrated flies were added to all pages to create 
design tension and to further engage the user.

11. Comparison chart was revised to read vertically 
and to make the content (rather than the headers)
more dominant through the size and color of written 
content in cells.


